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Soyuz spacecraft played a major role in Russia s plans for a manned landing on the Moon and several test models were flown at the height of the
space race . Originally designed for circumlunar flight, Soyuz has been the mainstay of Russia s space programme for 45 years, and unmanned
cargo ships are still operational today. Development of Soyuz began in 1963 and the first human flight followed in April 1967. Unfortunately, after
only one day, the spacecraft crashed to Earth killing its occupant and triggering numerous modifications to the design. In October 1968 - the same
month that the first astronauts flew in NASA s Apollo - Soyuz completed its first successful flight. It was subsequently used for Russia s first docking
operations in space to gain propaganda points while NASA was edging closer to landing on the Moon. Several more Soyuz flights followed in
support of Russia s emerging space station, Salyut. But in 1971 the first-generation Soyuz was abandoned after its three-man crew was killed after
visiting Salyut 1 - there had been insufficient room in the shuttle for them to wear bulky spacesuits. This problem was addressed and the second-
generation Soyuz could carry two fully space-suited cosmonauts. Third, fourth and fifth generation Soyuz were developed and launched between
1973 and 2011, as well as the Soyuz TMA-M in 2010, each an improvement on the last. In all, almost 120 Soyuz spacecraft have flown in the past 45
years. Soyuz has also been adapted into an unmanned cargo-freighter/fuel-tanker carrying solids and liquids to Salyut space stations, Mir and the
International Space Station. Around 125 have flown since the first launch in 1978. They have already...
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