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purification of the Christian Church at the time of the Reformation. They are thus intimately
connected with the religious history of the Christian world, whilst they have peculiar claims upon
the Farres Essay. f Works, vol. ii. , p. 430. Protestant portion of it, from being, as it were, the children
whom it separated from their original parents, with the view of bringing them up to more profitable
purposes than those which they were otherwise destined to fulfil. It has been already seen how the
suppression of the religious houses entailed extreme distress upon the indigent sick, whilst it has
been said that the evils naturally arising out of such a state of things were, in the end, the cause of
its amendment. The citizens of London, famed in all ages for their munificent charities, were the
first to represent to...
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