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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: . . . in small quantity; whereas, in birds, in which lithic acid takes the place of urea, as the
great eliminator of nitrogen, it also takes the place of urea in the liver, as it probably does in the human liver under certain pathological conditions.
All these observations point to the liver as being largely concerned in the destructive metamorphosis of albuminoid matter, the products of which
are eliminated by the kidneys; although it is not improbable that other glandular organs, and even the corpuscles in the circulating blood, as
believed by H. Ludwig and Fuhrer, may contribute to the process. A certain amount of body-heat is formed by these processes going on in the liver.
Again, Galen is corroborated in his opinion, that the liver is a great centre of animal heat. This second function of the liver, namely, the oxidation of
waste and surplus nitrogenized material, is one of the greatest moment in the treatment of liver-derangements. It is in the metabolism of
albuminoids that we find the origin of many maladies. Dr. Murchison writes: The third function of the liver is the secretion of the bile, The
composition of this substance is complex, and its uses are not yet sufficiently known. The coloring matter of bile is formed from haemoglobin by the
hepatic cells, in the passage of the blood through the liver. Then again, There are, on the other hand, grounds for believing that bile-pigment is in its
turn converted into urinary pigment. It...
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