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spacecraft in May 2009 and the contract for the ground segment in June 2009. In addition, between September 2004 and December 2007, the GOES-
R 6 program awarded contracts for the development of five key instruments. Table 4 briefly describes each of these instruments, their contract
award dates, and their cost and schedule estimates, while figure 4 depicts the schedule for both the program and key instruments. Table 4:
Description of Instrument Development Contracts, as of November 2008 Dollars in millions Planned Contract award Scheduled a instrument
Description date completion date Baseline cost Advanced Baseline Expected to provide variable area imagery and Sept. 2004 June 2012 358 Imager
radiometric information of the earths surface, atmosphere, and cloud cover. Space Expected to provide information on space weather to aid Aug.
2006 June 2012 67 Environmental In-in the prediction of disturbances and disruptions of radio Situ Suite communications and navigation systems.
Extreme Expected to provide real time measurement of solar Aug. 2007 June 2012 55 Ultraviolet X-Ray activity in the Extreme Ultraviolet and X-ray
spectrum. Irradiance Sensor Solar Ultraviolet Expected to observe the suns ultraviolet emissions and Sept. 2007 Oct. 2012 113 Imager provide early
detection and location of flares and coronal mass ejections. Geostationary Expected to continuously monitor lightning activity over Dec. 2007 June
2012 58 Lightning Mapper the United States. Source: GAO analysis of NOAA data. a These costs reflect the contractors baseline cost estimates. In
some cases, the program oAices cost estimate is higher than the contractors cost estimate. 6 A sixth instrument, the Magnetometer, is to be
developed...
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