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***** This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1818 edition. Excerpt: . sharks. Now for the shark! mamma; you know you promised
to give us an account of those dreadful fishes. | will, indeed, my dear, with pleasure (replied Mrs. Johnson). Sharks are truly most formidable
enemies to mankind, and would be more so, did not the element in which they live render their meeting rare and accidental. There are several
species or kinds of sharks, some are harmless, and found to frequent the neighbourhood of our own shores, on the west coast: they are known by
the name of Basking Sharks, from their habit of lying on the surface of the water, seemingly to enjoy the warm sun-shine. They are very lively and
tame, and will allow themselves to be stroked; but the more dreadful kinds, which are common in the great seas, are extremely fierce, and so fond
of human flesh, that it is said they will swim near the edge of the water if they perceive a person walking on the shore. The largest of the shark tribe
are prodigious creatures, with throats so wide, they can swallow a man whole: from this it is conjectured, the fish that swallowed Jonah was rather
a shark than a whale; as a whale has a very small throat, although so enormously large a creature. The mouth of the shark is extremely curious: it is
furnished with six rows of teeth, very sharp and terrible. These teeth are triangular or three-sided, and notched like a...
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