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challenges we are not yet fully prepared to meet. Last Fridays exercise brought that lesson home as local police, fire and emergency medical
personnel worked through a fictional, but all too plausible, scenario of a chemical-laced pipe bomb explosion on an Amtrak train. They learned
what types of equipment, training and planning are needed to improve existing response capabilities. At the same time, we all learned a sobering
truth. Without the proper local preparations and outside support, first responders to a chemical or a biological incident scene inevitably become
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