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University of Arizona Press, United States, 2004. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Bobcats in your backyard?
Javelinas tromping through your landscaping? Or maybe a packrat has found its way into the vent of your clothes dryer and decided to call it home.
... Human residents of the Sonoran Desert are sometimes not completely comfortable when confronted by the wild creatures with whom they
share this fragile habitat. But have no fear--please! Not only do these critters mean you no harm, they can also be a source of immense delight. In
this entertaining guidebook, naturalist Jonathan Hanson introduces readers to the satisfaction of attracting and enjoying desert wildlife. Whether
your home is deep within the city limits or on what is (currently) the edge of human settlement, you can turn your backyard into a miniature wildlife
refuge by providing a simple combination of food, water, and habitat. An appropriately landscaped yard can become a home for a bevy of birds,
beasts, and bugs, while even a condo patio can attract colorful hummingbirds and butterflies. Hanson advises you on what kind of birdseed to put
out to attract the most interesting avian species, how to tell the difference between rabbits and jackrabbits, and when to worry about roving
reptiles--which really isn t all that often. He |l even help you pick out a pair of binoculars to heighten your enjoyment. Not all desert creatures offer
people a positive experience, and Hanson tells how to cope with those that are sometimes considered pests--whether it s the Gila woodpecker
announcing its presence on your roof at five in the morning, the rattlesnake slithering unconcerned across your porch, the coyote running amok
with a taste for wandering housecats, or the aforementioned woodrat homesteading in a major appliance or car...
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