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Spanish explorers ascended every river of Central America for the purpose of finding a passage through which their vessels might reach those lands
of boundless wealth of which Marco Polo had given a vivid description. They were bent on finding the shortest route from Cadiz to Cathay, and thus
sought a natural interoceanic waterway. With the advent of settlements arose the idea of artificial transit across the Isthmus. A wagon road was
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unite the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans will form a proper subject of consideration at the congress. That vast object, if it should be ever accomplished,
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