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*****.Writing and publishing your first novel is tough. It usually takes a long time. Years for most people. It can be soul destroying too. You finally
complete your manuscript; you send oD samples to agents and publishers, and anxiously watch the mail for the responses. Then they come in, one
at a time, rejection aGer rejection. How do I know this? I ve been there. Does this mean I was a bad writer? No, but I could have used some help in
those early days. Sure, I had purchased a few books on writing and I had tried to pay attention to the advice they gave, but there were so many of
them and sometimes advice seemed to conflict other advice. It was way too much to take in. But I persevered with my writing and now I have been
writing for several years and I have completed several novels and other books, and my writing is a lot better. My early novels could still do with some
major re-editing (which they will be finally getting this summer), but my later works, oh wow I can spot the diDerences! So, a few months ago I
decided I would go the self-publishing route to getting my books out there in the big world. Things are changing in the book markets and so many
people now have Kindles and Nooks and iPads and other electronic book readers. I thought to myself, why not do it myself? I know I can write; I
have that confidence. Enough complete strangers have told me they like what I write, so why shouldn t I join that list of published authors? And
why should...
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