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CASCADE BOOKS, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 155 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Mainstream American Protestantism is suDering from an identity crisis. We are not fundamentalists, but it is easy to define ourselves
in reaction to them. Paralyzed by the shock of a cultural turn toward skepticism, we are tempted to make allies of the skeptics, partly to distance
ourselves from the religious right and partly to lay claim to credibility in a milieu in which it is okay to be spiritual but not to be religious. A
consequence is that we find ourselves playing in the shallow end of the pool. The historic Protestant principle serves as an enabler when it
privileges questioning over aDirmation, causing us to lose the necessary balance between the two. American-style generic Protestantism as it has
evolved does not have strong enough foundations to withstand cultural pressures. Discovering an identity worth being taken seriously will require
revisiting the broad catholic and reforming tradition in order to find an authoritative rather than merely reactive voice. The challenge is theological,
but not to academic theology. The challenge rather is to the theology that sustains the local congregation through teaching, certainly, but most
pressingly through preaching and worship. The times call for thoughtful and strategic repositioning. It is to be hoped that the voice of Ron Byars will
be widely heard today in mainstream American Protestantism. Here is an important argument for the much-needed authority of a nuanced
orthodoxy, for the recovery of word and sacrament at the heart of the life of our churches, for bath, book, meal, and attentiveness to the poor as the
unobscured central agenda of our Sunday meetings. If you are thinking about the identity and faithfulness of your own congregation, take...
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