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Sword-Mounts: A Descriptive Catalogue of the Collection of J. C. Hawkshaw, Esq., M.A., Of Hollycombe, Liphook The dispersal of a collection,
especially when of such an extensive nature as the present one, is always attended by regrets at the breaking up of the ensemble brought together
piece by piece and lovingly cared for during many years of collecting. Yet it has a redeeming feature in the opportunity aHorded to others, equally
keen in their love of the beautiful, to study, compare, and acquire specimens for their own cabinets, to be equally cared for and preserved, to pass
on, in the course of years, into the hands of other devotees, or perchance to find an ultimate resting place in some museum. To the mind of true
collector, the latter fate appears the least desirable, and doubtless the artist, the craIsman, would, if their voices could be heard from the grave,
prefer the fruit of their labours to be cared for by amateurs, handled and discussed by students, wor shipped by connaisseurs ready to expatiate on
the beauties of the design or the perfection of the work, rather than it be shown one side at a time, oIen in a bad light, in the cold glass cases of a
museum, to be either stared -at or ignored by thousands And more truly can this be said of sword furniture than of all other articles de vertu, more
truly of the Far Eastern Arts than of European antiquities or curios from savage lands. OIen enough have I heard a chasm compared to a shaving
brush by a would-be wag, but too often has the (ignorance of passers-by been displayed when I have been...
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