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again, beginning January 1889 and running on, inordinately, several months beyond its proper twelve. If it be ever of interest and profit to put one s
finger on the productive germ of a work of art, and if in fact a lucid account of any such work involves that prime identification, | can but look on the
present fiction as a poor fatherless and motherless, a sort of unregistered and unacknowledged birth. | fail to recover my precious first moment of
consciousness of the idea to which it was to give form; to recognise in it-as | like to do in general-the effect of some particular sharp impression or
concussion. | call such remembered glimmers always precious, because without them comes no clear vision of what one may have intended, and
without that vision no straight measure of what one may have succeeded in doing. What | make out from furthest back is that | must have had from
still further back, must in fact practically have always had, the happy thought of some dramatic picture of the artist-life and of the difficult terms on
which it is at the best secured and enjoyed, the general question of its having to be not altogether easily paid for.
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