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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: .consideration is the purpose for which surface water is to be used. If
the region is designed for stock raising on open ranges there is little to be gained by increasing the supply of water in the present living streams. For
this purpose many small supplies distributed in such manner as to utilize the natural forage is the essential requirement. If the region is to be
reclaimed for agriculture, water from streams should be impounded for distribution during the spring and early summer--the growing season--in
months which are practically rainless. Because of its elevation (about 43 per cent of the reservation is above 6,000 feet), the alkaline character of the
soil over considerable areas, and the lack of plant food in other large tracts probably 60 to 70 per cent of the reservation is at present unsuited to
agriculture, and if varied agriculture by irrigation is to be undertaken on a large scale much study needs to be given to the treatment of soil as well
as to the utilization of water. Attention must also be directed to the selection of plants adjusted to extremes of temperature, for within the valleys of
the most vigorous perennial streams, particularly those of the Defiance Plateau, Chuska Mountains, and Carrizo and Navajo mountains, frost is
liable to occur any month in the year. Even if agriculture is to be confined to the cultivation of forage plants similar problems are to be solved. Again,
the future of the district as...
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