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The following address was delivered at the opening of an annual Examination, held at the New-York (Free now) Public School room, Chatham-
street, April 7th, 1818, by one of the pupils, --written by a gentleman of this city, for the occasion: -- Respected Friends, It is a number of years since,
by the benevolence of the New-York Society, for promoting the Manumission of slaves, with the assistance of several humane individuals, a school
was established in this city, for the purpose of combining the influence of knowledge, with the progress of emancipation, and of qualifying the
ignorant descendants of a despised and enslaved race, to become useful members of a free and enlightened community. By the firm support of that
Society and its friends, and the aid granted by the State Legislature, the school has increased in numbers and in character; and now invites the
candid and indulgent attention of this respectable audience, to its anniversary examination. Slow as our advances have been in the path of
knowledge, and humble as our exercises must necessarily appear, we yet fondly hope to show, on this occasion, that we have not despised our
privileges; and that a dark complexion, although almost synonymous with bondage, does not betoken a mind incapable of improvement. Those
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