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have given rise to the numberless modes and systems of practice in medicine. All of these are
wrong, and should be discarded as worse than useless, even the best of them. There is error, gross
error, in every mode of practice, because it necessarily excludes valuable facts. The only proper
mode of practice, if it can be termed a mode, is the eclectic, which simply takes facts from whatever
quarter they may come, whether they belong to any system or not, and uses them in the cure of
disease. I wish to be distinctly understood on this point. I have not said that there is no truth in any
of the modes, or systems, which have prevailed. There is some truth in most of them, not to say all.
And the true eclectic will sift out from them whatever of truth he...
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