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United States -- Prevention. Excerpt: . . . 11 and I look forward to working closely with you to make progress on those issues. I have been a
researcher and teacher in the field of food safety. My research eAorts have led me to investigate pathogens such as E. coli O157: H7, Listeria
Monocytogenes, and Salmonella. I believe my experience as a scientist and educator and my perspectives as an outsider looking in will be valuable
as I begin this new position. FSISs mission is to ensure that the Nations commercial supply of meat, poultry and egg products is safe, wholesome
and correctly la-beled and packaged. FSISs goal is to protect the public health by significantly reducing the prevalence of foodborne hazards in
meat, poultry and egg products. FSIS has a long, proud history of pro-tecting the public health, dating back to 1906. Although changes have been
made over the years to the inspec-tion program, the most dramatic change occurred when FSIS pub-lished a Pathogen Reduction Hazard Analysis
and Critical Control Point - HACCP - systems rule in 1996. Under HACCP, industry is accountable for producing safe food. Government is responsible
for setting appropriate food safety standards, maintaining vigorous in-spections to ensure those standards are met, and maintaining a strong
enforcement program to deal with plants that do not meet regulatory standards. Our food safety system is being challenged by many factors. They
include emerging pathogens, an increase in international trade, new food products in the marketplace, a growing segment of the...
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