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*****. Let s Get The Rats Out is a wacky roller coaster ride of jokes, gags and short essays presented in bite-size pieces of one to five pages long.
Although the inspiration for these pieces is the classic comedy writing of nineteen-fiBies authors such as Art Buchwald, Mac Hyman ( No Time For
Sergeants ), Harry Golden ( For 2cents Plain ) and William Peter Blatty, the subject matter deals with 21st century issues and is written in a 21st
century language that would have gotten those writers arrested. The themes are wildly diverse, covering popular culture, politics, pro sports and
consumerism. In one bit, for example, The Three Stooges perform hip-hop music at the Apollo Theater, trying to win the amateur prize so they can
cover their rent. Nobody is let oD the hook. Madonna describes to her friend Sandra Bernhardt how she tried to convert the Pope to Judaism, with
the Pope telling her, At my age, there s nothing leB to circumcise. The Pope makes an encore appearance later on in the book when he shows up at
Yankee Stadium to advise the Yanks that they might have better luck in the playoDs if they kneeled and prayed while they were waiting to bat in the
on-deck circle. In The Yankees Army, an enraged mob of Yankee fans descends upon Shea Stadium with pitchforks and torches, only to find the
Mets fans committing mass suicide, like lemmings, by jumping oD the upper decks and splattering onto the field like bloated water balloons.
Barack Obama is satirized in an updated version of Othello, with Rahm Emanuel, in the role of Iago, whispering in his ear that...
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