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***x* Excerpt from The Transformation of Early Christianity From an Eschatological to a Socialized Movement: A Dissertation Submitted to the
Faculty of the Graduate School of Arts and Literature in Candidacy for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, Department of Church History in the
Graduate Divinity School When Christianity came into the world it found a number of different political theories already in existence. These various
conflicting concepts; Hebrew, Greek and Roman, influenced Christianity in varying degrees and in varying degrees were influenced by Christianity.
Christianity as such added no new ideas to the current stock of political notions. The Hebrew Christian retained his Jewish theory; as did the Greek
and the Roman in perhaps a less degree. The development of the Christian conception of the state, the Church, and history generally is a process of
elimination, selection, adaptation, and synthesis of the various elements of political theory current in contemporary Hebrew and pagan thought.
The characteristic modern separation of Church and State, the divorce between religion and government, existed as a matter of fact in early
Christianity. But it was forced upon the Christians by the historical situation. As an idea it was foreign alike to Jews and Christians, Greeks and
Romans. It was contrary to the whole body of contemporary political theory. The union of Church and State in the Fourth century, which has been
so deplored by many modern historians and moralists was in reality perfectly inevitable. The social mind of the whole ancient world made any
other course impossible either to Christians or Pagans once Christianity had developed to the point where it was the most powerful religious force
in society. The theocratic nature...
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