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NATURE VOLUME 38

RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 940 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 1.9in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: . . . phonetic. Every letter in it should always have the same sound. This sound should be
one common to all the leading Aryan languages, and hence present no diBiculty to a person speaking any one of them. Diphthongs, digraphs, and
double consonants should all be omitted as misleading. The meaning should never depend on tone, accent, quantity of vowels, nor rising and
falling inflections of the voice. All these are inadequate and unnecessary expedients of the linguistic faculty. The vowels should be limited to the five
pure vowels: a, e, i, o, a, pronounced as in Italian, and all impure or modified vowel sounds, as the German a, o, it, the French a, the English u (as in
use), o (as in not), and the neutral vowel u (in but) should be discarded. All the Aryan tongues named possess the five pure vowels, but not all the
impure and neutral vowels. In the consonantal scheme all gutturals, aspirates, lisps, and nasals should be omitted. Thus, the German ch, soD or
hard, the Spanish z, the English ; and th, the French n; and likewise all double consonantal sounds, like the Spanish , , rr, the German kit, pf, the
Russian schtsch, the Italian zz, cc, and c, should find no place. Of all the Aryan languages the pure Castilian Spanish comes the nearest to such an
ideal phoneticism, and it approaches very near indeed, a few consonantal heresies and the accent being its only drawbacks. In the...
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