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***** Excerpt from The Ecology of Coral Reefs, Vol. 3: Results of a Workshop on Coral Reef Ecology Held by the American Society of Zoologists,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, December 1983 This volume presents the results of a workshop on the ecology of coral reefs that was held at the
American Society of Zoologists meetings in Philadelphia, December 1983. The workshop, which included four symposium presentations, four
discussion sections, and presentations of undersea research facilities by NOAA s Office of Undersea Research, was sponsored by the Division of
Ecology of the ASZ. The four symposium talks and discussion sections addressed the topics of growth and life history patterns, recruitment,
community organization, and community metabolism in coral reef systems. The workshop was unusually well attended (attendance in the Ecology
Division of the ASZ was 30 higher than in previous years and two additional contributed paper sessions in the Division of Ecology were devoted
specifically to coral reef ecology), and vigorous group discussions continued well into the night. The objective of the workshop was to focus
attention on what we do and do not know about the ecology of coral reefs, particularly along depth gradients, and to assess the most important
directions for future research on coral reefs. A previous volume in this series (Reaka, 1983), containing symposium presentations and contributed
papers in each of the four topical areas, was made available at the Coral Reef Workshop. The present volume presents the main conclusions derived
from the discussion sections (Chapter Il) and additional contributed papers on the ecology of coral reefs (Chapter Ill). In Chapter Il, the discussion
leaders summarize the topics discussed and the conclusions reached in each discussion section. William...
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