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scarcely room for the river alone, and granite ledges blocked the path with their mighty bulk. These obstructions, however, were blasted away, a
road-bed at the foot of the cliffs was made, and the canon is to - day a busy highway. But its grandeur still remains. After entering its depths, the
railway follows the river s course between high walls and around impenetrable boulders of dark-hued granite, deeper and deeper into the heart of
the range. The crested crags grow higher, the river madly foams along its rocky bed, and anon the way-becomes a mere fissure through the heights.
Far above the road the sky forms a deep blue arch of light; but inzthe Gorge hang dark and sombre shades which the sun s rays have never
penetrated. The place is a measureless gulf of air with solid walls on either side. Here the granite cliffs are athousand feet high, smooth and
unbroken by tree or shrub; and there a pinnacle soars skyward for thrice that distance. N 0 ?owers grow, and the birds care not to penetrate the
solitude. The river, sombre and swift. Breaks the awful stillness with its roar. Soon the cleft becomes still more narrow, the treeless cliffs higher, the
river closer confined, and where a long iron bridge...
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