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reconcentrados or for the massacres by the Boxers. How can the century be more fittingly initiated into Pocumtuck mysteries than by studying the
eternal and universal sweep of all important and local actions? Where can such a study be more appropriately suggested than in this loveliest of
valleys, where a larger percentage of the population was killed or captured, and the homes and crops oJener destroyed than in any equal area in
the New World? What people could furnish as good an illustration as your fathers, who were merely pawns for kings and queens, knights and
bishops of the Old World, being massacred or taken into captivity until that noble hour in 1759, when they realized that their history had not been
written upon Sugar Loaf, but in the Pyrenees; that their battle ground was not in the Pocumtuck valley, but on the Heights of Abraham. The world s
progress is by the majestic strides of great events, which are largely the result of the impulse, the imitative spirit, or the purpose of peoples. Nothing
is more irresistible than the impulsiveness of a peerless nation. From the time when the first Palm Sunday was soon followed by the crucifixion, by
the change of the impulse of an intense people, to the day when the American Congress forgot all partisan prejudices and sectional strife in one wild
unanimous vote for the Cuban war, impulse has been...
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