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***** This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 edition. Excerpt: . preface. | deliver to the American public a philosophical
system, comprised under the name of Monism and Meliorism two words which have been used by different philosophers, and which, for some time,
have indicated, as it were, the direction of the development of philosophic thought. Monism is the ideal which no one hitherto has been able to
realize satisfactorily, though many have tried to do so. It has become, therefore, the watch-word of diverse parties, who lacked the solid basis, on
which to erect the building of such a conception of the world, as might be well founded in its cornerstone and harmonious in its structure. The
cornerstone to be chosen is causality and the only criterion by which any philosophical theory can be tested and verified, is given in its doctrine of
ethics. But on both subjects the greatest confusion prevails, both of them being problems, which still wait for a definite solution. And after so many
attempts, a new solution, in consonance with modern science, by which the old controversies may be reconciled, is extremely desirable. The
novelty of the solution here proposed does not consist in bringing forward new and startling views; quite the contrary! The true philosopher must
endeavor to avoid originality as much as possible, and cling with full concentration of mind to impartial investigation. Original ideas often allure
and dazzle with a fine brilliancy, but they are treacherous owing to the very subjectivity which renders them so...
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