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Era, Vol. 16: March, 1913 Morality is the power of endurance in man; and a religion which teaches personal responsibility to God gives strength to
morality. There is a powerful restraining in uence in the belief that an all-seeing eye scrutinizes every thought and word and act of the individual.
There is a wide diGerence between the man who is trying to conform to a standard of morality about him and the man who is endeavoring to make
his life approximate to a divine standard. The former attempts to live up to the standard if it is above him and down to it if it is below him - and if he
is doing right only when others are looking he is sure to find a time when he thinks he is unobserved, and then he takes a vacation and falls. One
needs the inner strength which comes with the conscious presence 01 a personal God. If those who are thus fortified sometimes yield to
temptation, how helpless and hopeless must those be who rely upon their own strength alone! There are diGiculties to be encountered in religion,
but there are diGiculties to be encountered everywhere. I passed through a period of skepticism when I was in college and I have been glad ever
since that I became a member of the church before I leJ home for college, for it helped me during those trying days. The college days cover the
dangerous period in the young mans life; it is when he is just coming into possession Of his powers - when he feels stronger than he ever feels
afterward and thinks he knows more than he ever does...
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