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situation later, particularly toward the end of the year, will depend upon the volume of egg production. Output then will be influenced not only by
the likely resumption of the upward trend in rate of lay per bird, but also by the number of chickens to be raised in 1953. Farmers reported in
February that they intend to raise h percent fewer chickens than in 1952 for laying flock replacement. Wever, the egg-feed price relationships in the
past few months have been encouraging to egg producers, and they are likely to continue so. This may induce farmers to raise more chickens this
year than they intended on February 1. Although the egg-feed price ratio in January was below average, it was 19 per cent above a year earlier. In
past years a marked improvement in the ratio usually has been accompanied by an increase in the number of chickens raised. In January and early
February, egg prices were maintained by the demand from commercial breakers preparing yolk, albumen, and mixed whole egg for sale to food
manufacturers and processors. The breakers demand, stimulated by small storage holdings of frozen egg products, began uh usually early in the
season. Turkey growers January intentions were to raise 23 percent fewer small turkeys in 1953 than in 1952, and 3 percent fewer large turkeys. In
recent years, the turkey crops have been larger than were indicated by farmers February intentions. The Department of Agriculture bought about 6
percent (by weight) of the 1952 turkey crop under its surplus removal...
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