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Simple oak coppice forests of the Ahr-Eifel are confronted with extensive soil degradation. Four
complementary investigations were conducted to study the impact of the environmental factors
'relief position¿, 'slope gradient¿, 'red deer¿, 'wild boar¿, 'stand density¿ and 'stand composition¿
on soil degradation in the investigation area. Soil quality was assessed determining several
physical, chemical and biotic soil properties in the upper soil (Ah-horizon) of twelve different oak
forest sites. Relief position and slope gradient influenced soil degradation in the investigation area.
The content of basic cations (K+, Ca2+, Mg2+) was significantly lower, the content of Al3+
significantly higher at leeward slopes than at windward slopes. Soil nutrient contents were lower
and the Al3+ content higher at the slope position 'plateau¿ and at sites with high slope gradients
than at the foot slope and sites with low inclinations. Red deer grazing and trampling enhanced soil
degradation at a windward forest site. Soil moisture, water retention capacity (WRCmax), nutrient
availability and microbial activity were lower under the impact of red deer than in fenced
exclosures. Opposite tendencies were found at a leeward forest site. The content of several soil...
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Excellent electronic book and valuable one. Better then never, though i am quite late in start reading this one. I am very easily can get a delight of studying
a written book.
-- Anastacio Kreiger DDS

This ebook is amazing. It typically will not price excessive. I discovered this pdf from my dad and i recommended this publication to learn.
-- Rhoda Leffler
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