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INGRAM PUBLISHER SERVICES US, United Kingdom, 2014. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. 1944 was a troubled
and momentous year for Jack Kerouac. In March, his close friend and literary confidant, Sebastian Sampas, lost his life on the Anzio beachhead
while serving as a US Army medic. That spring,still reeling with grief over Sebastian,Kerouac solidified his friendships with Lucien Carr, William
Burroughs, and Allen Ginsberg, oGsetting the loss of Sampas by immersing himself in New York s blossoming mid-century bohemia. That August,
however, Carr stabbed his longtime acquaintance and mentor David Kammerer to death in Riverside Park, claiming aJerwards that he had been
defending his manhood against Kammerer s persistent and unwanted advances. Kerouac was originally charged in Kammerer a killing as an
accessory aJer the fact as a result of his aiding Carr in disposing of the murder weapon and Kammerer s eyeglasses. Consequently, Kerouac was
jailed in August 1944 and married his first wife, Edie Parker, on the twenty-second of that month in order to secure the money he needed for his bail
bond. Eventually the authorities accepted Carr s account of the killing, trying him instead for manslaughter and thus nullifying the charges against
Kerouac. At some point later in the year,under circumstances that remain rather mysterious,the aspiring writer lost a novella-length manuscript
titled The Haunted Life , a coming of age story set in Kerouac s hometown of Lowell, Massachusetts.Kerouac set his fictional treatment of Peter
Martin against the backdrop of the everyday: the comings and goings of the shopping district, the banter and braggadocio that occurs within the
smoky atmospherics of the corner bar, the drowsy sound of a baseball game over the radio. Peter is heading into his sophomore year at Boston
College, and while home for the summer in Galloway...
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