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*****.Ten-year-old Charlie Petkus isn t surprised to get scratchy wool underwear from Aunt Mutzi for Christmas 1932, but he is surprised that her
giE package includes a diary. To his dismay, his Lithuanian-immigrant mother thinks a diary is the perfect present. You man of family, Casimir, she
says. You learn to write the English like good American. Charlie wants more than anything to make Mama proud. But he s not sure education is the
way to manhood, especially since he doesn t like school. With the Great Depression on, Charlie thinks it would be much manlier to quit the 4th
grade and go to work like his friend Ray. From Christmas 1932 to Christmas 1933, Charlie finds plenty of fun and adventure in his ethnic
neighborhood. He discovers that sledding on a car hood results in embarrassment and a very snowy bottom. He finds that a dead pheasant that isn
t quite as dead as he thought can make a big mess in a Ford Model B. He learns that if you take a job harvesting onions before school, you get your
feet filthy on just the day they make you take your shoes oI to be weighed and measured-but you also earn a whole dime for your work. By night,
Charlie writes in his diary to make Mama proud. But by day, he watches Ray, who now dresses like a man, smokes like a man, and earns a man s
wage. Charlie wonders why his mama and sisters should live on cabbage soup and the occasional package of broken cookies while the man of the
family sits in school writing a poem called Spring is Here. The...
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