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*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: .tail feathers. Schomburgk, also, yielding to my earnest
entreaties, shot me a blue jay, and gave to Hodgson permission to shoot me one other. These have been greatly admired since in London, for, of
course, we took care before shooting them to select perfect specimens in full plumage. But I wish my fair friends could have seen them as I saw
them first, when the feathers were alive. The diFerence between the plumage of a stuFed bird and a living one, or even one recently killed, is very
marked. It is the diFerence between a woman s own hair and a made-up switch, between a peroxide blonde and a real one. These bright-plumaged
birds, by the way, do not sing. A few of them whistle, but mostly their cries are coarse and rasping ones. The reason is, of course, that they rely upon
the beauty of their colouring to do the work of sex attraction. It is wonderful, when one comes to think of it, how always and everywhere it is love,
love, love, that makes the world go round. To it we owe the beauty of the colouring of the sun-birds, the tail feathers of the bird of paradise, the song
of the nightingale, and these in their turn, no doubt, in the dim, distant past, gave birth to painting and to music. No doubt the first Tschokossi belle
who tore down a green branch to deck herself withal, was moved in the...
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