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or festival distinct. And the Versicles, Antiphons, Responsories, and Lessons at the minor services were arranged to correspond with the particular
giG of God s Word on the day. The Creed is said aGer the Lessons: (i) To own the acceptance of the Word of God by the congregation, and (2) to
indicate the relation of the particular Word of the day to the whole counsel of God. The Nicene Creed alone is known in this place in the older
service. In some German lands a rhymed version was sung. The Apostles Creed (though probably the ancient creed of the Roman Church) was not
admitted to a place in the service except in some of the earliest liturgical attempts of the Reformation, and then did not meet with general
acceptance. The Sermon follows. It is an explanation and application of the Word of God which has been read, in harmony with the creed of the
Church, by the voice of the living Church. (The Hymn before the Sermon is the principal hymn of the service, and should strictly accord with the
Gospel for the day.) At this point, the part of the service known in the ancient time as the Missa Catechumenorum, ended. After prayers said for each
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