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of contents Few battles of ancient times are more marked by ability.than the battle of Cannae. The position was such as to place every advantage
on Hannibal s side. The manner in which the far from perfect Hispanic and Gallic foot was advanced in a wedge in echelon.was first held there and
then withdrawn step by step, until it had reached the converse position.is a simple masterpiece of battle tactics. The advance at the proper
moment of the African infantry, and its wheel right and left upon the flanks of the disordered and crowded Roman legionaries, is far beyond praise.
The whole battle, from the Carthaginian standpoint, is a consummate piece of art, having no superior, few equal, examples in the history of war. -
Theodore Dodge, military historian Although the Romans gained the upper hand over Carthage in the wake of the First Punic War, the legendary
Carthaginian general Hannibal brought the Romans to their knees for over a decade during the Second Punic War. While military historians are still
amazed that he was able to maintain his army in Italy near Rome for nearly 15 years, scholars are still puzzled over some of his decisions, including
why he never attempted to march on Rome in the first place. Regardless, Hannibal was such a threat that the Romans responded in an
unprecedented nature when the Carthaginians resumed the campaigning season in the spring of 216 BCE by capturing the city of Cannae, a crucial
supply hub, and placing themselves along the line that convoys from the ports...
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