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series of widely publicized food safety problems, including concerns about adulterated pet food ingredients and farmed seafood from China,
foodborne illness outbreaks linked to the bacterium E. coli O157: H7 on leafy produce from California, and a national recall of peanut butter due to
Salmonella contamination, have made food safety a top issue for a number of lawmakers in the 110th Congress. Several Members have introduced
bills to alter the current U.S. food safety system and/or increase spending, which they assert is needed to meet current obligations to protect
consumers from unsafe food. This report describes a number of these measures. Reorganization of Food Safety Responsibilities. The Government
Accountability OGice has concluded that the current federal safety system should be fundamentally re-examined because it is fragmented and
ineGicient, threatening food safety. H.R. 1148 and S. 654 would consolidate federal food safety responsibilities under a new, independent Food
Safety Administration. Food Import Oversight. U.S. food imports have increased significantly in recent years, raising questions about whether U.S.
safeguards, which generally were created at a time when most Americans obtained their foods domestically, suGiciently protect public health. H.R.
2997 and S. 1776 would require foreign countries and establishments to receive U.S. certifications .
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