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*****. Are you all ready, Tom? All ready, Mr. Sharp, replied a young man, who was stationed near some complicated apparatus, while the
questioner, a dark man, with a nervous manner, leaned over a large tank. I m going to turn on the gas now, went on the man. Look out for yourself. I
m not sure what may happen. Neither am I, but I m ready for it. If it does explode it can t do much damage. Oh, I hope it doesn t explode. We ve had
so much trouble with the airship, I trust nothing goes wrong now. Well, turn, on the gas, Mr. Sharp, advised Tom SwiG. I ll watch the pressure gauge,
and, if it goes too high, I ll warn you, and you can shut it off. The man nodded, and, with a small wrench in his hand, went to one end of the tank. The
youth, looking anxiously at him, turned his gaze now and then toward a gauge, somewhat like those on steam boilers, which gauge was attached to
an aluminum, cigar-shaped aIair, about five feet long. Presently there was a hissing sound in the small frame building where the two were
conducting an experiment which meant much to them. The hissing grew louder.
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