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Echo Library. Paperback. Condition: New. 180 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.4in.Excerpt: . . . as he thinks, to her, has been the hope of
winning Constance, the Queens cousin and dependant. He is now about to claim her as his recompense; but Constance, fearing for the result,
persuades him, reluctant though he is, to ask in a roundabout way, so as to flatter or touch the Queen. He over-acts his part. The Queen, a heart-
starved and now ageing woman, believes that he loves her, and responds to him with the passion of a long-thwarted nature. She announces the
wonderful news, with more than the ecstasy of a girl, to Constance. Constance resolves to resign her lover, for his good and the Queens, and, when
he appears, she endeavours to make him understand and enter into her plot. But he cannot and will not see it. In the presence of the Queen he
declares his love for Constance, and for her alone. The Queen goes out, in white silence. The lovers embrace in new knowledge and fervour of love.
Measured steps are heard within, and we know that the guard is approaching. Each of the three characters is admirably delineated. Norbert is a fine,
strong, solid, noble character, without subtlety or mixture of motives. He loves Constance: he knows that his love is returned: he is resolved to win
her hand. From first to last he is himself, honest, straightforward, single-minded, passionate; presenting the strongest contrast to Constances
feminine over-subtlety. Constance is more, very much more, of a problem: a character, as Mr. Wedmore has admirably said, peculiarly wily for
goodness, curiously rich in resource for unalloyed and inexperienced virtue. Does her proposal to relinquish Norbert in favour of the Queen show
her to have been lacking in love...
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