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to answer all these questions in a lucid and accessible manner. Rachel Elior focuses on the fundamental positions and the factors of primary
importance: the substantial issues that recur in the hasidic texts, including how hasidim have seen themselves over the centuries, how they have
constructed a new spiritual and social ideal, and how that ideal has stood the test of reality. The goal is to present the main characteristics of the
hasidic movement and to examine the social implications of its mystical ideas. The text is fully supported by references to the relevant hasidic
sources and academic literature. The book concludes with a list of the hasidic texts on which the discussion is based and a comprehensive
bibliography of scholarly works on kabbalah and hasidism.
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