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*****.Excerpt from History and Alumni Record of the State Normal School: Bridgewater, Mass;; To July, 1876 During the last sixteen years, the writer
has oFen been asked What are the Normal Schools doing? What have they accomplished? How many of the pupils ever teach? How long do they
teach on the average? Does it pay to educate young ladies in the Normal School, when so many of them do not teach, or get married so soon? These
and similar questions have been asked by all classes of persons, by those occupying high educational positions, and by members of Legislative
committees when appropriations have been asked for to supply the increasing wants of the school. It has been said that half of the persons who
attend these schools never teach, and of the other half the majority teach but a short time. At the Conventions of the Alumni, old friends rush
together, and after the hearty hand-shaking, begin to inquire about each other and about the absent classmates and friends, Where have you been?
What have you been doing? Where s Mr. Brown? What is he doing? Where s Miss Smith? Is she teaching, or is she married? And so the inquiries go on,
in scores of groups, through the whole list of former classmates. This Centennial year was seen in the near future when these inquiries would again
be presented for an answer, and the facts would be wanted on record to go down to posterity. Incited by what was thus heard and seen, the writer
determined to record the leading facts in the history of the school, and to gather and preserve answers to the most...
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