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in this respect. To him belongs the credit of having rescued from the vicissitudes of private libraries the Red Book ofherg est, the largest vellum
manuscript and one of the best known inthe Welsh language. This Red Book, though ia complete, forms in itself a fairly good mediaeval Welsh
library. Theology and the laws excluded, it may be said to contain a representative collection of the best literature current in Wales at the close of
the fourteenth, and the opening of the fiHeenth centuries. And though work done for this Commission has made it clear that most of its prose
contents are to be found in earlier documents, still, if we exclude the Black Book of Carmarthen, the Book of Aneirin, and the Book of Taliessin, it
remains practically our oldest and most reliable source for a very large part of the works of the poets of the twelHh, thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. The purely historical value of these metrical productions is too readily overlooked. Indeed it seems necessary to reiterate again and
again, with emphasis, the im possibility of writing...
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