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REPARED TATEMENT OF ENATOR HUCK AGEL P S S C H Thank you, Chairman Lugar for calling this and subsequent hearings on Iraq Re-
construction. Let me begin by fully associating myself with your op-ed on this sub-ject in todays Washington Post. I would like to take the
opportunity oGered by the appearance today of Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz and General Pace to express my respect and appreciation for the
spectacular performance of our Armed Forces in Iraq. War is never an easy op-tion, and American men and women have taken great risks and made
great sac-rifices in meeting our initial objectives in Iraq. Our men and women in uniform have the respect and admiration of all Americans. We are
now in the business of nation building in Iraq. The complexities of Iraq - its size, its culture, its geography, its demography - make nation-building
there one of the greatest challenges this country has ever faced. We are only at the beginning of a process that Chairman Lugar estimates could
take at least five years. I agree. That the American military would defeat Saddam Husseins regime was never in doubt. What was in doubt was what
comes next in Iraq and how we manage a tran-sition to stability and democracy in such a complicated region of the world. The sudden change in the
structure, mission, and personnel at the OGice of Re-construction and Humanitarian Assistance ( ORHA ) in Iraq indicates that we may have
underestimated or mischaracterized the...
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