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the last rolling stage by the addition of earth as needed. On clay soils a layer of sand, gravel, or ashes spread on the roadway will prevent the
sticking of the clay to the roller. As previously explained, the finishing touches to the road surface should be given by a heavy roller. Before the earth
road is opened to traffic, deep and wide side ditches should be constructed, with a fall throughout their entire length of at least one in one hundred
and twenty. They should be cleaned and left with the drain tiling connections, if any, in good working order. Clay soils, as a rule, absorb water quite
freely and soften when saturated, but water does not readily pass through them; hence they are not easily subdrained. When used alone, clay is the
least desirable of all road materials, but roads constructed over clay soils may be treated with sand or small gravel, from which a comparatively
hard and compact mass is formed which is nearly impervious to water. Material of this character found in the natural state, commonly known as
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