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"The World Trade Center site will forever hold a special place in our city, in our hearts. " New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg Before its
destruction in the attacks on September 11, 2001, the World Trade Center in New York consisted of two of the worlds most recognizable buildings,
representing the strength and wealth of New York City in particular and the United States in general. That was the goal all along for philanthropist
David Rockefeller, who had largely self-financed the development of One Chase Manhattan Plaza in the late 1950s in the hopes that the 70 story
skyscraper would help spur further development nearby. Rockefeller envisioned Lower Manhattan as the site of a global financial center, full of
stock exchanges, brokerages, investment banks, law firms, and other financial businesses. The name "World Trade Center," when spoken by an
American, tends to conjure up the best and worst about the nation. The idea for such a financial center was conceived of in the heady days of post-
World War Il prosperity, when the nations financial prospects had never looked better and Americans were trading all over the world with both
former allies and enemies. At the same time, many in New York City, one of the jewels of the East Coast, had fallen on hard times, and it was hoped
that the World Trade Center would revitalize Lower Manhattan and bring the Big Apple a bigger share of...
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