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Sykesville. He reached the village before it was fairly light, and, to the no small disgust of many of
the sleepy inhabitants, succeeded in learning that Peters had not set foot in the village. By the time
he had finished these inquiries, the dawn had grown to that sweet, soft, almost sacred light which is
the immediate forerunner of sunrise. Mr. Middleton concluded that Peters was somewhere
between the college and Sykesville; and accordingly he started back for St. Maure s slowly,
carefully; not taking the road, but riding far and wide to right and left of the direct course, and
examining every nook and recess which, in his judgment, Peters might have chosen for the night s
shelter. In this fashion, he had made about a mile and a half of his homeward journey, when he
came upon three hay-stacks standing...
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