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the late 1960s, ten year old Phillip Easterbrook was the only survivor of an explosion that killed the residents of four houses in Derbyshire. Although
he recovered from the injuries Phillips memory remained blank. In 1999 small time newspaper reporter Jack Duggan finds a complete set of the
books he loved as a child; The Island Gang written, in the late 1940s and early 1950s, by E. W. Whittall and centred on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent
Jack notices a Memoriam to a Charlie Hall, posted each year in the local newspaper, and wonders if there is a story behind it. When a different
person places the notice, Jack starts to investigate and traces him to a Rest Home in Yorkshire. The person in the Rest Home turns out to be Ernest
William Whittall, the writer of the childrens stories, and surprises Jack by telling him that he had invited Jack to come and find him, many years ago.
Ernest tells Jack that he has a story which is unbelievable but true and will be the scoop of a lifetime but to help Jack believe, he must go and re-
read the Island Gang Stories as an adult, not as a child. Jack finds things in the stories which Ernest could not have known about at the time of
writing the books. In their second meeting Ernest reveals that not only is he Charlie Hall but he is also Phillip Easterbrook. He tells of his life as Phillip
and how he ended up on the...
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