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graceful forms of that style gradually decayed, and for a time were lost. Happily, in the present century there has been a gradual and spirited revival
of the Gothic style, and works are now being produced which bid fair to rival in beauty of form and. in principles of construction, the marvellous
buildings of the middle ages. As the principles of Gothic Architecture will form the subject of another volume of this series, further description is here
unnecessary. We now return to the constructive principles of arches, and these may be conveniently treated of under the separate heads of brick

arches and those constructed of stone, the main principles being the same; viz., that the bricks or stones composing the arch must be so placed that
they act as wedges. In stone arches, this is accomplished by cutting the stones into the exact forms required. In bricks, they must either be gauged,

that is, rubbed or cut to the shape required, or the difference must be made up by mortar; the skill of the workman being in this case displayed, by

his so bonding his courses that the shrinking may be equally distributed, and that when the necessary settlement is arrived at, the structure may be

found perfectly safe and strong. Arches in brickwork are Plain, Rough, and Cut or Gauged. Plain arches are built of uncut bricks, and these being

blocks o. equal...
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