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Interlink Books. Paperback. Condition: New. 184 pages. Dimensions: 8.4in. x 5.3in. x 0.8in.The third volume in a series that examines the spread of
cultures from the East into EuropeBetween 1623 and 1625, a privateer fleet occupied one of Britains oEshore islands, using it as a base to raid the
English Channel and ports in the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Ireland and even as far as Greenland. The great power they represented
was originally an obscure Siberian forest people from the Far East, but by the time part of its navy occupied Lundy Island in 1623, it controlled most
of the Mediterranean, raided the North Atlantic, established bases in the Indian Ocean as far as India and the East Indies, and ruled an empire that
controlled up to 25 percent of mainland Europe. Even in its dying days, this power was able to inflict crushing defeats upon the greatest imperial
power in the world at Gallipoli and Kut al-Amara. These obscure Siberian forest people were, of course, the Turks. It has become conventional-or at
least convenient-to think of the Turkish capture of Constantinople in 1453 as an Asiatic conquest. This is only partly true. The Turks originated in
Asia it is true, but Constantinople was conquered from the west not the east: the Ottomans became a European power before they became a Middle
Eastern one and remained a primarily European power. Indeed, not only did they conquer Constantinople from Europe, but the Middle East and
even most of Anatolia itself was conquered from Europe. We conventionally regard the Ottoman Empire as the last of the great empires of the Near
and Middle East: the successor of the Seljuk Empire and the empires of the Abbasids and Umayyads, and ultimately of the Persian Empire of
antiquity. Again, this is only partially true....
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