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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.4in.Excerpt from On the Classification
and Geographical Distribution of Crustacea: From the Report on Crustacea of the United States Exploring Expedition, Under Captain Charles Wilkes,
U. S. N. , During the Years 1838-1842 The class Crustacea exhibits a clearness of outline in its types, and a display of relations, transitions, and
distinctions, among its several groups, exceeding any other department of the animal kingdom. This fact arises from the very great range in
structure occupied by the species. The limits in size exceed those of any other class, exclu sive of the Radiata; the length varying from nearly two
feet to a small fraction of a line, the largest exceeding the smallest lineally more than a thousand-fold. In the structure of the limbs, the diversity is
most surprising, for even the jaws of one division may be the only legs of another; the number of pairs of legs may vary from fiFy to one, or none.
The antennae may be either simple organs of sense or organs of locomotion and prehension; and the joints of the body may be Widely various in
number and form. In the branchial and the internal systems of structure, the variety is equally remarkable; for there may be large branchiae, or none
a. Heart, or none; a system of distinct arterial vessels, or none; a pair of large liver glands, or but rudiments of them; a series of ganglions in the
nervous cord, or but one ganglion for the whole body. Taking even a single natural group, the Decapods; - the abdomen may be very small, Without
appendages, and exed beneath the broad cephalothorax out of view, or it may be far the larger part of the body, and...
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