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University of Washington Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 142 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. ADer
overthrowing the Mongol Yuan dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder of the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), proclaimed that he had obtained the
Mandate of Heaven (Tianming), enabling establishment of a spiritual orientation and social agenda for China. Zhu, emperor during the Ming s
Hongwu reign period, launched a series of social programs to rebuild the empire and define Chinese cultural identity. To promote its reform
programs, the Ming imperial court issued a series of legal documents, culminating in The Great Ming Code (Da Ming lu), which supported China s
legal system until the Ming was overthrown and also served as the basis of the legal code of the following dynasty, the Qing (1644-1911). This
companion volume to Jiang Yonglin s translation of The Great Ming Code (2005) analyzes the thought underlying the imperial legal code. Was the
concept of the Mandate of Heaven merely a tool manipulated by the ruling elite to justify state power, or was it essential to their belief system and
to the intellectual foundation of legal culture? What role did law play in the imperial eKort to carry out the social reform programs? Jiang addresses
these questions by examining the transformative role of the Code in educating the people about the Mandate of Heaven. The Code served as a
cosmic instrument and moral textbook to ensure all under Heaven were aligned with the cosmic order. By promoting, regulating, and prohibiting
categories of ritual behavior, the intent of the Code was to provide spiritual guidance to Chinese subjects, as well as to acquire political legitimacy.
The Code also obligated officials to obey the supreme authority of the emperor, to observe filial behavior toward parents, to care for...
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