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General/trade. From Library Journal: The title of this new comic novel by the gifted British author of Hunters and Gatherers (LJ 10/1/94) is, of course,
a takeoff on Tom Robbins's Still Life with Woodpecker (LJ 10/1/80), and the chapter headings are similarly full of witty allusion: "'"Bonfire of the
Volkswagens, """ "'"A Book of the Volkswagens, """ """Volkswagen Descending a Staircase. """ Nicholson's hilarious tale of obsession, in which

everyone from Adolf Hitler to Charles Manson makes a cameo appearance, features a gang of Beetle-driving skinheads and centers on one Barry
Osgathorpe, a.k.a. Ishmael the Zen Road Warrior, who puts the pedal to the metal to find out who's been going around blowing up his beloved VWs.
It's a wickedly funny read from beginning to end that invites comparison with the best of Robbins and both Amises. Highly recommended. ? David
Sowd, formerly w.
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