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what Einstein postulated. Philosophers surmise we develop a better sense of the present by knowing well the past, and that the future becomes
tangential as a result. But are some of us so taken with questions about how we got to be where we are that knowing the past takes on a fervor that
dominates the present, so much so we cannot even think about the future because the path that got us to the present is barricaded with
unanswered questions Enter Steven Amato, a young man who is beholden to the past, namely the legacy of his World War Il hero John Waldron, a
Navy pilot who died with his entire squadron save one, leading them in an attack on a Japanese aircraft carrier during the climactic Battle of
Midway. Questions have raged for years if Waldrons death was a matter of battle risks, an outdated aircraft, or malfeasance on the part of his
commanders. Amato learns to fly before he can drive. A gifted student and athlete, he spends much of his time restoring World War Il aircraft along
with Navy veterans. He speculates on the death of Torpedo 8 and learns more about Waldron than any other living human being. His World War Il
memorabilia collection grows almost daily. He learns to fly a TBF torpedo plane that his World War Il veteran friends own in their collection. The one
plane he would love to fly is one of the few remaining TBD Devastators in existence. The plane, though pristinely restored, will not turn its engine
over no matter who tries. Amato attends the United States Naval Academy. His senior thesis on the Battle of Midway causes...
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