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. Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the primitive ages there was a Gospel extant bearing this name, attributed to St. Matthew, and
received as genuine and authentic by several of the ancient Christian sects. It is to be found in the works of Jerome, a Father of the Church, who
flourished in the fourth century, from whence the present translation is made. His contemporaries, Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamis, and Austin, also
mention a Gospel under this title. The ancient copies differed from Jerome s, for from one of them the learned Faustus, a native of Britain, who
became Bishop of Riez, in Provence, endeavoured to prove that Christ was not the Son of God till after his baptism; and that he was not of the house
of David and tribe of Judah, because, according to the Gospel he cited, the Virgin herself was not of this tribe, but of the tribe of Levi; her father
being a priest of the name of Joachim. It was likewise from this Gospel that the sect of the Collyridians, established the worship and offering of
manchet bread and cracknels, or fine wafers, as sacrifices to Mary, whom they imagined to have been born of a Virgin, as Christ is related in the
Canonical Gospel to have been born of her. Epiphanius likewise cites a passage concerning the death of Zacharias, which is not in Jerome s copy,
viz. That it was the occasion of the death of Zacharias in the temple, that when he had seen a vision, he, through surprise, was willing to disclose it,
and his mouth was stopped. That which he saw was at the time of his offering...
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