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JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS, United States, 2002. Hardback. Condition: New. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Europe s leading existential thinkers-Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de
Beauvoir, and Albert Camus-all felt that Americans were too self-confident and shallow to accept
their philosophy of responsibility, choice, and the absurd. There is no pessimism in America
regarding human nature and social organization, Sartre remarked in 1950, while Beauvoir wrote
that Americans had no feeling for sin and for remorse and Camus derided American materialism
and optimism. Existentialism, however, enjoyed rapid, widespread, and enduring popularity
among Americans. No less than their European counterparts, American intellectuals participated in
the conversation of existentialism. In Existential America, historian George Cotkin argues that the
existential approach to life, marked by vexing despair and dauntless commitment in the face of
uncertainty, has deep American roots and helps to define the United States in the twentieth-
century in ways that have never been fully realized or appreciated.As Cotkin shows, not only did
Americans readily take to existentialism, but they were already heirs to a rich tradition of thinkers-
from Jonathan Edwards and Herman Melville to Emily Dickinson and William James-who had
wrestled with the problems of existence and the contingency of the world...
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Definitely among the best book I have got possibly study. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Once you begin to read the book,
it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Olga Ledner MD-- Olga Ledner MD

Complete guide for publication enthusiasts. I have read and i am sure that i will going to study again once again in the future. Your way of life period will be
transform once you total looking over this publication.
-- Shayne O'Conner-- Shayne O'Conner
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